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would like particularly to mention the brothers Beck;
my intercourse with them was the recreation of the day
for me. The English Camp Commandant and his officen
were thoughtful and kind in their interpretation of the*
regulations towards me. Nevertheless, I was more care-
fully watched than my fellow-prisoners. My announce-
ment, that I had no thought of escaping, as it would
jeopardize the establishment of the justification of the
sinking which I wished to impress on England, did not
relieve the anxiety of my jailers for a long time.
My thoughts were chiefly concentrated on how I could
possibly get a report through to the Admiralty in Berlin.
Finally an opportunity presented itself; Lieutenant
Lobsien, of the reserve of officers, was due to be sent
home at the beginning of July to record his vote in
Schleswig-Holstein. To entrust a written report to him
was too dangerous. So for eight days we hammered
away at the report out loud till he knew it by heart;
fortunately he hailed from the coast, so that naval
expressions and terms were familiar to him. By bad
luck he was detained in a concentration camp with others
awaiting repatriation for four weeks, so that he could
not deliver my report before the middle of August at the
Admiralty in Berlin,
The report was as follows:
' DONNIXGTON HALL,
' 15 July 19*9-
' To THE HEAD OF THE ADMIRALTY.
' The reasons for my action at Scapa Flow on the
21 June 1919 were the two instructions:
* i. A naval Commander-in-Chief in foreign waters,
who is not in touch with the Homeland, is to act on his
own initiative as best meets the needs of the State and
the honour of the Navy.